
 

JOINT WORKING GROUP  
(CWG, MWG, ORWG, CBASC) 

August 29-30, 2012 
Grand Ballroom 

Doubletree Hotel Dallas 
 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
Day 1 - 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. CDT 

 
  
Day 1 Agenda Items 1-3 – Administrative Items 
Jessica Collins (Chair - CWG, XCEL) called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. and reviewed the agenda 
with the group.  No agenda items were modified. 
 
Day 1 Agenda Item 4 Market Trials/Parallel Testing 
Casey Cathey (SPP) provided a high-level overview of Market Trials phases and timeline.  Casey also 
reviewed assumptions made going into parallel testing and the deployment testing timeframe.  Casey 
explained that Settlements processes and statements will begin to run 2 months after the start of 
structured testing.  Market Trials settlements will be based on EIS Market prices.  Group discussion was 
held around conflicts that may arise between the EIS Market and the Integrated Marketplace during 
deployment testing.  The Settlements approach for the use of EIS pricing for settlements during Market 
Trials will be presented to the Settlements User Group, the Market Working Group, and finally to the 
Market Operations Policy Committee for review and approval.   
 
The group also discussed the possibility of discrepancies between the new and old RTOSS.  Casey noted 
that if there are discrepancies, SPP will use the NSI from the old RTOSS to perform deployment tests.   
 
The group discussed what will need to be done for XML deployment signals during parallel testing.  
Casey explained that modifications will be needed according to the changes in XML and ICCP for the 
Integrated Marketplace.  SPP is working to contact embedded entities to ensure they are aware of the 
changes needed before January. 
 
The group discussed when BA waivers would be submitted to ensure compliance with NERC BA 
standards during testing.  Currently the plan is for SPP to submit a request for waivers on behalf of 
existing BAs as this is the most efficient approach.  It was noted that waivers should be filed at least 12 
months in advance. 
 
Action Item:  SPP staff to communicate the deadline for the filing of BA waivers for deployment testing 
by October/November 2012. 
 
Day 1 Agenda Item 5 - Reversion Plan 
Carl Stelly (SPP) presented the draft Reversion Plan and timeline; Patti Kelly (SPP) spoke to the related 
filings.  Decision drivers were discussed that would drive potential reversion scenarios; SPP believes that 
Settlements alone should not drive reversion as Reversion should be driven by real-time reliability 
concerns.  This does not preclude or exclude other possibilities; SPP will remain flexible.  The decision to 



 

revert will ultimately be made by a decision committee.  The group discussed who would participate in 
the decision committee.  Sam Ellis (SPP) commented that the committee will be similar to the go/no-go 
group that was utilized for the EIS Market; it will likely be made up of the Chairs from the relevant working 
groups as well as some SPP executive(s) and board member(s).  He noted the final decision on the 
committee’s structure will be vetted through the stakeholder groups and MOPC.   

 
Discussion was held around the timing of the reversion window.  Currently a 10 day reversion window 
has been proposed.  The decision committee would determine if the window needed to be extended 
to 30 days beginning from the go-live date.   
 
In the event a reversion is required, a transition buffer window will need to be in place. Currently the 
transition buffer window is set to be current day + 48 hours.   The decision has not been made on 
whether or not deployment instructions will be sent from the EIS and Integrated Marketplace during the 
reversion window.  SPP could send both, but will at least continue to send NSI via XML.  Concern was 
voiced by the group about having two different sets of instructions sent.  The group suggested 
implementing monitoring processes to monitor the system for things that may cause a reversion.  SPP 
has plans to have this in place eventually.   
 
Patti Kelly reviewed the timeline for review and filing of the Reversion plan.  Patti requested members 
complete a review of the Reversion Plan and provide comments by the end of September.  The plan 
will be presented to MOPC for review and comment in October.  MOPC and SPP BOD approval is 
expected in January and SPP’s Regulatory filing is expected for February to March as part of the 
Integrated Marketplace Docket. 
 
Action Item: SPP staff to post the joint working group meeting presentations in the relevant project 
folders. 
 
Action Item:  SPP staff to schedule and hold PIRG review(s) for the Reversion plan in September and 
provide feedback to Carl by 9/30.   
 
Action Item:  SPP staff to post the reversion plan in its native format to the CBA project folder and send a 
notification to the CWG, MWG, ORWG, CBASC, and RTWG. 
 
Day 1 Agenda Item 6 - Embedded Entities Update  
Carl Stelly (SPP) presented the embedded entities update.  Carl reported that SPP is currently 
coordinating efforts to continue with the identification of embedded entities. Carl requested that 
members notify SPP if you are currently providing data on behalf of embedded entities and do not 
have plans to continue to provide the data in the future. 
 
Action Item:  Participants to provide embedded entity information to SPP (specifically entities with which 
BAs have established ICCP links that plan to discontinue the data exchange once SPP becomes the 
BA). 
 
Day 1 Agenda Item 7 - Members AGC Functionality and Decertification 



 

Bert Bressers (SPP) presented an update on Member AGC Functionality and Decertification.  Group 
discussion was held around what the decertification criteria is that should be established and provided 
by the applicable Regional Entities.   
 
Action Item:  CBASC to follow-up with the applicable Regional Entities to determine when they plan to 
provide the decertification criteria to the BAs.  What is the plan and what are the requirements? 
 
Discussion was held around concerns that pass-through of the 4 second setpoint instructions could 
cause difficulty for plant controllers if the setpoint instruction is not sent to their AGC system first.  
Members voiced a concern that there were “mixed messages” coming from SPP regarding this topic.  
During a sidebar meeting a group of members and SPP staff discussed in order to clarify the questions 
and expectations surrounding AGC setpoint.  There are two signals: stepped setpoint and ramped 
setpoint.  Market participants are not restricted to use the stepped setpoint.  There is confusion around 
this due to the “for information purposes” verbiage in the Integrated Marketplace Protocols.  SPP will 
take the following next steps: 

• Draft a clarifying statement for discussion at CBASC 
• Discuss further with the member that have concerns 

 
Day 1 Agenda Item 8 - Automatic Generation Control 
Kevin Bates (SPP) provided an update on outstanding questions on AGC which have arisen during PIRG 
reviews of the AGC Integration Guide.  Casey Cathey (SPP) made the group aware of an upcoming 
request for information related to resources for regulation.  SPP will need this information prior to 
integration testing; certification in the regulation packets will be used for testing purposes only. 
 
Day 1 Agenda Item 9 - ICCP Handbook 
Kevin Bates (SPP) provided an update on outstanding questions about ICCP which have arisen during 
PIRG reviews of the ICCP Handbook.  The group discussed whether or not the ICCP Handbook would 
become a governing document.  SPP does not plan to make the Handbook a governing document.  
Plans are to continue to identify policy related issues within the Handbook and ensure they are 
captured in the appropriate existing governing documents.   
 
Discussion was held around meter error adjustments.  SPP is not asking the legacy BAs to continuously 
monitor meters for adjustments to the ACE equation.  The group requested the ICCP Handbook 
language related to this be clarified. 
 
The need for tie line hourly checkout was also discussed.  Wayne Camp (SPP Consultant) explained that 
hourly after-the-fact checkouts will be needed between settlement areas.  Wayne noted that MPRR 78 
covers some of this information.   
 
Action Item: SPP staff to align wording in the ICCP Handbook with needs of SPP as the BA related to 
meter correction.  Do Legacy BAs need to calculate their own meter corrections? 
 
Action Item:  SPP staff to answer questions about generator response time to setpoint instructions. 

 
Day 2 - 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. CDT 

 



 

Day 2 Agenda Item 10 - Governing Documentation Structure 
Jason Smith (SPP) presented a suggested plan for the redesign SPP’s governing document structure.  
There was much positive discussion with the group about the plan.  The plan will be further vetted with 
the applicable working groups and will be presented to MOPC in October for approval. 
 
Day 2 Agenda Item 11 - Outage Coordination 
Jason Smith (SPP) provided a presentation on outage coordination.  The group discussed what the 
difference is between preapproved and approved outages.  The question of how quickly SPP is 
evaluating a preapproved submission was raised.   
 
Joint Action Item (CWG, MWG, ORWG, CBASC):  Define ‘reserve shutdown’. 
 
Day 2 Agenda Item 12 - Reserve Sharing Group Proposal 
Debbie James (SPP) provided a presentation on the Reserve Sharing Group (RSG) Proposal.  Group 
discussion was held around the requirement for RSG members to become MPs either directly or through 
an affiliate entity/agent that is already registered as a Market Participant.  Debbie noted that the 
uplifted charges will be through a special Settlements RSG Revenue Neutrality Uplift (RNU).  The group 
discussed if there would be a change to the way the assistance is calculated.  Debbie explained that 
the calculation for prorated energy will still be used and will not change.  Price does not come into play 
and it will work in same manner as it does now, not considering congestion.  Outreach has been 
performed to bring TCs on as members.  TOs are already members.  Next step is to engage with the 
specific RSG members. 
 
Action Item: SPP staff to perform outreach to TCs and RSG members to make sure they are registered as 
an MP or represented by an MP by the February 3, 2012 drop dead date. 
 
Joint Action Item (MWG and ORWG): Determine appropriate ownership for performing the next steps 
for the RSG proposal.  A stakeholder group needs to own the next steps and will need look at submitting 
an MPRR.  Debbie James suggested the MWG have ownership. 
 
Day 2 Agenda Item 13 - Scheduling and Interchange for Marketplace  
Shari Brown (SPP) provided a presentation on Scheduling and Interchange for Marketplace.  Shari 
reviewed the table of contents for the Scheduling Reference Manual which is currently under 
development.  Shari noted that document is expected to be reviewed by the PIRG in September.  Shari 
covered the expected scheduling-related process changes.  Because SPP will assume Balancing 
Authority responsibility, SPP will be responsible for the entire Marketplace footprint EIR registration.  
Discussion was held concerning the timing of EIR deregistration.  Shari explained that deregistration will 
need to occur after SPP becomes the CBA.   
 
Action Item:  SPP staff to determine if there is a grace period/window to deregister?  When will 
deregistration need to occur after SPP becomes the CBA? 
 
Discussion was held concerning the Ramp Reservation System (RRS).  Shari noted the RRS is not 
concerned with internal ramp reservations unless there are impacts to reservations going outside of the 
SPP area. 
 



 

Joint Action Item: Hoarding concerns should be addressed by the appropriate working group(s).  
Currently documentation or context has not been developed to address the concern or identify the 
true risk.  Do we need an MPRR? 
 
Action Item: SPP staff to post OATI eTag specifications document to the project folder – CBA 
 
Group discussion was held around the need to know which transactions have cleared and whether 
that information will be available via SENDS.  SPP staff explained that the information will be available 
via the Markets API.  
 
Day 2 Agenda Item 14 - MPRR 85: Provision of Wind Forecast Clarification 
Carrie Simpson (SPP) provided an overview of MPRR 85 and the associated outstanding issues.   
 
Action Item MWG: MWG to continue the discussion on MPRR85 and resolve the issue of responsibility. 
 
Day 2 Agenda Item 15 - Integrated Marketplace Training 
Michael Daly (SPP) provided an update on Integrated Marketplace Training and upcoming Market 
clinics.  

 
Day 2 Agenda Item 16 - Action Item Review 
The group reviewed action items taken during the meeting. 
 

Item Date 
Originated 

Target 
Resolution 

Date 

Working 
Group 

Assigned 

Action Item Updates Status 

1 8/29/2012   CBASC CBASC:  SPP staff to 
communicate the deadline 
for the filing of BA waivers 
for deployment testing by 
October/November 2012. 

   New 

2 8/29/2012   CWG SPP staff to post the joint 
working group meeting 
presentations in the 
relevant project folders. 

  In Progress 

3 8/29/2012   CBASC/CWG Reversion Plan: SPP staff to 
schedule and hold PIRG 
review(s) for the Reversion 
plan in September and 
provide feedback to Carl by 
9/30. 

  In Progress 



 

4 8/29/2012   CWG SPP staff to post the 
reversion plan in its native 
format to the CBA project 
folder and send a 
notification to the CWG, 
MWG, ORWG, CBASC, and 
RTWG. 

Update 8/30/2012: 
The document has 
been posted to the 
CBA project folder. 

Closed 

5 8/29/2012   CWG Participants to provide 
embedded entity 
information to SPP 
(specifically entities with 
which BAs have established 
ICCP links that plan to 
discontinue the data 
exchange once SPP 
becomes the BA). 

   New 

6 8/29/2012   CBASC CBASC to follow-up with the 
applicable Regional Entities 
to determine when they 
plan to provide the 
decertification criteria to 
the BAs.  What is the plan 
and what are the 
requirements? 

   New 

7 8/29/2012   CWG SPP staff to align wording in 
the ICCP Handbook with 
needs of SPP as the BA will 
do related to meter 
correction.  Do Legacy BAs 
need to calculate their own 
meter corrections? 

   New 

8 8/29/2012   CWG SPP staff to answer 
questions about generator 
response time to setpoint 
instructions. 

   New 

9 8/29/2012   MWG RSG Proposal: SPP staff to 
perform outreach to TCs 
and RSG members to make 
sure they are registered as 
an MP or represented by an 
MP by the February 3, 2012 
drop dead date. 

   New 



 

10 8/29/2012   CBASC SPP staff to determine if 
there is a grace 
period/window to 
deregister?  When will 
deregistration need to 
occur after SPP becomes 
the CBA? 

    

11 8/29/2012   CWG SPP staff to post OATI eTag 
specifications document to 
the project folder – CBA 

Update 8/30/2012: 
The document has 
been posted to the 
CBA project folder 

Closed 

12 8/29/2012   MWG MPRR 85:  MWG to 
continue the discussion on 
MPRR85 and resolve the 
issue of responsibility. 

    

13 8/29/2012   Joint 
Stakeholder 
Coordination 
Group 

Define reserve shutdown     

14 8/29/2012   Joint 
Stakeholder 
Coordination 
Group 

Determine appropriate 
ownership for performing 
the next steps for the RSG 
proposal.  A stakeholder 
group needs to own the 
next steps and will need 
look at submitting an 
MPRR.  Debbie James 
suggested the MWG have 
ownership. 

    

15 8/29/2012   Joint 
Stakeholder 
Coordination 
Group 

Hoarding concerns should 
be addressed by the 
appropriate working 
group(s).  Currently 
documentation or context 
has not been developed to 
address the concern or 
identify the true risk.  Do 
we need an MPRR? 

    

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Jessica Collins adjourned the meeting at 12:08 a.m. on Thursday, August 30. 
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